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Possible Worlds: Mexican Photography and Fiction in Contemporary Art YOUR LINK TO THE
Frea ARTS IN METRO DC
On view July 7th - August 28th IS ONE CLICK AWAY!

Contemporary photography from Mexico. Exhibition curated by art historian
Marisol Argtelles, who places nine photographers into five distinct but
interwoven groups; Fiction and Literature, Science Fiction, Apocalypse, The
Ordinary World, and Ricardo Alzati. The artists of Possible Warlds are part of a
new generation of photographers that breaks away from the tradition of
photojournalism, archetypes and traditional models. Influenced by film,
literature, fantasy, science fiction, electronic music, they delve into alternative
waorlds as conceived by the human mind.” Possible Worlds includes work by:
Mauricio Alejo, Alex Dorfsman, Kenia Narez, Ricarde Alzati, Daniela Edburg, Avalon Apartments in
Fernando Montiel, Katya Braylovsky, Rubén Gutiérrez and Demian Siqueiros. Washington, DC

Read more about the show here and on AMA's sita hera.

The museum is free and open to the public:

Tuesday - Sunday

10:00am - 5:00pm Share it

AUAMA | Art Museum of the Americas n S ont gl
201 18th St, NW - cormer of Virginia Ave -directions [ Tweethis
Metro: Walk about 6 -7 blocks down 18th St from Farragut West or North to the o
corner of 18th & Virginia Ave. You can also get there by bus - the S1 (rush hour

only) or 80 - to the corner of 18th & C 5t, NW.
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Quite Possibly Unreal

Reality and Fiction Collide in Fantastical Mexican Imagery

n the compubsively fascinating exhibition “Possible
Workls: Photography and Fiction in Mexican Contemr:
porary An” now at the Ant Muscum of the Americas,
there's an inondinane mﬂmwmm\g
g an. the snunning
of 2 numiber of Mexican aniss — bualnmwul-
g dberwm images that look readdy to take flight into the
wikller recesses of your dreams.

The exhibit was done in collaboration with the Mexbcan
Cultural Institute in Washington, which is hosting fts own mas-
sive photography show based on the National Geographic
Sockety's anchives (see story on page 34) — offering an inter-
esting contrast between the National tcowipht Images that
document Mexico's cvolution and the otherwarkdly images
conjured by the country’s artists.

Curator Marisol Argielles of the Museum of Modern Art in
Mexien Caty has clwiously given 3 kot of serious theaght to the
idea of photography as an anistic vehice for creaing alterns-
tive workls, or *possible workds” where fiction and reality
collide and erupt in ideas about what lurks behind and
Beyond our everpdsy surmurdings Here, that collision has
sprung 3 series of photographs by nine Mexican artists who,
in aulditson ter their own vast imaginations and photographic
skills, tap filen, liverature, fantasy. science fiction, clectronic
music 2nd other comemporary influences 1o create surreal
worlds that speak 1o the possibeity of the unknown.

“1 booked at many photographs and works, and artists, and | wanted
to explore the ideas of photography as emerging from its prison of
what you call documentarian traditions — that it deabs in reality, that
it documents and shows the workd as it s Argiclies cxplined. These
photographers have dearly moved beyond that They try o show
workds that exist and come from the human mind, ot the observable
workd™

Argiiclies, in the exhibition’s wall texts, has enlisted quotes, ep-
grammatic selections and references thar are often provocative and
sometimes impenctrable — 3 mare of wonds by philosophers, acs-
demics and pocts 10 complement the artwork on display. it's an inter-
esting selection of supportive ideas by a literary cast of charscrers,
from Roland Gérand Banthes, the Frenchman who influenced schools
of theory including existentialism and .\brmm 1o the great Mub-
century Polssh poet of resistance and hope v Herbert

Reading the guotes, you're moved, espeially by this one from
Herbert: "An. impartant part of contemporary an declares itsell 3 partisan of chaos,
pesticulates on the void or tells iself the story of ies confined soul“This cheervation,
fonanad in the “Apocabypse” section of the exhibit, comes from 2 man who expericnced
the imvasion and occupation of his coantry by two of the most oppressive, vickent
political forces ever imagined: Naxisen and Soviet-Stalinist communism.

Yet deep thoughts aside, many of the works handly noed wonds 10 express their

visteral impact, which sometimes 'l

mﬁmw Fiction 0 muxch noble as i is uninvitingly dis

hmw::ﬂ turbing — the memories of dreams that

aren't casy 1o forget, harren postapocs:

through Aug. 28 Iyptic bndscapes, and contemporary

(Organization of American States Art Museum pop Betion obsessions like creepy linke
of the Americas scHfi creatures,

201 181 5L, NW These nine contemporary anists —

Mauricio Alejo. Ricando Alzmti, Katya
Braylovsky, Alex Dorfsmuan, Danicla
hdtmr;m!wlmtm'a Kenia Marez,
Femanio Monticl and Damitin Siqueires — conjure visions, cerie night-
mares, strange hallucinations and alsemate but still very human realitics.

The notion though that photography is primasily a tool of realism and documents-
tion scems 10 3 somewhat fibe one from the getgo Today's photoshoppers are
hardly radical or new:. Fiction is created the minute we click, crop and fame what
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From fop, Mauricio Alsjo's "Bubbie,” Damidn

Siqueirs's "icar I and Keria Nirer's "Capricha

nim. 47 ane among te sumeal digal prints by nine
ariists in “Possible Worlds:

and Fiction in Mesican Contemoonary AL” naw

at the At Meseum of the Americas.

appeals 1o our vision. To create fictional photography s just
another step forwand in the process, entering the swinging
doors in and out of dreams.

Mauricio Alejo and Alex Dosfsman are clearty both conjur
ers, making the ondinary threatening, Bntastscal and ilhskoe-
ary — where a living room becomes 3 circus, sofas swallow
armes, andd 3 ghostly white sheet floats over the kischen,
Meanwhile, Kenia Nirez tracks 2 girl in a barren hindscape
with an equally barmen, naked sheep bereft of fur clung 10
her back, looking like an alien backpack.

1 particularty liked Damidn Siqueiros's visions of groups of people, vaguely human
and very anxious, rearmanging themsebves like 2 dernged company of impoverished
dancers

Danicks Edbung's works almost encapsulate the exhibetion, and exciee nothing less
than memories of personal dreams. In her exquisitely amanged, posed and constructed
photographs — that look nothing kess than Vanity Fair Bshion shoots of the concep-
tul kind — a family cheerfully picnics. against the specier of 3 nuclear mushroom
clowud in the distance just before it incinerates their superfically pleasant landscape
The people in Edburg's photograph — flled with hush colors and happy consumers
— are stylish even when they're not entircly in the frame.

Direams, and nightmarnes have of course changed When the haby boomers were
young, this vision of nuclear calamity was 3 constant fear, no more s than during the
Cuhan missile crisis, when allout nuclear war was a very real possibility. It never hap-
pened, but we contimed 1o dream the imagery Toduy's images though have tumed the
lessthan-mercifil doud into something chic, ke a pubverizing handbag, yet another

We may no longer think of azomic mutants sSiomMping out entire citics, but we sall
enjoy imugining relentless ghouls for some reason. Thirsty vampises and lovestrsck
‘werewolves never go out of style. Noe do these possible workds, or the posaibility of
the surreal where what's “real” i in the mind of the behokder.

Gy Tt 58 contuting weterfr The Washigion Dot
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Exhibits organized by
cultural institute could
not be more different

v MicuELs L
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lose your eyes and (mag-

ine Mexico. Do you see

the dusty ruins of an an-

_‘ clent Maya temple? A

vivid clasp of roses
iny

‘biue

S st Ibottle of beer
wlistening with beads of sweat.
is as much a mental

destination as it is a physical one.
And now 0 has an un-
usual opportunity to see two glar-
ingly disparate views of ugnm A

mentary dephctions md-ln;
back 100 years and a second exhi-

~ a2 Jeast il fairly recently —
wis i lasge messare determined

conceptual depictions of Mexico

Through the Lens of anmul

nfuence unlluwp-»pk;mh—
“the other” ™
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change and sameness |s per

maost wlnmsl-r conveyed in the

gallery of photographs dedscated

0 the 1916 and 1906 special edi-

tions of the magazine. Lmages that
Hished 60

photo exhibit. <1t docsn't matter
whiat different culture you choose,
we are all s — we constroct
fictions, we all dream about the
future and we all have imagined
the end of the warkd,” she mys. <5
the message for the viewers is
mote to have them identify with
their own possible worlds, their

owm fictions through art”
Arguslies, 37, who curated the
[ an

displayed side by side: In 1916,
smnall groap of people take mod-

lonelines, ration, mystery,

pusishens and a particular per.

cepaion of reality that can be used
fiction through pho-

in 1996, 5 -!u.zyln: wocama of
the impossibily crowdod mass
bulldings and mmm that b
modern-day Mexico
umuummmu—mr

lr.n. with the “Possible Worl
oy and Fiction in M-xl
u:\l:‘amlw = eahibit, a

tography’
Taken together. the two Mexico
exhibits seem to arvive at one des-
tination, despite their differences
As elles

longs to it and no Umﬂjunu

breaks from traditioral ph«n—
journalism 1o focus on what

realtties dertved froem science fic.
thon, Tk, And ApocAlypase possi-
bilitie”

own. They don't have mhomn—
siten.”
stytedmanpot.com
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Geographic® and  “Possible The overall image created has These fantasists have created PossinLe Wontns:

‘COUMTLEN OF CANLA [0S

Photography and Fiction hunmmhrpoquhenﬁ.bm FEOPLE: Robert M. images straight out of the most  PEOTOCRAPEY AND FICTION DN
In Mexjean Ce An® — BO-year-old is surreal (and d dreams: A
areorganized by the Mexbean Cul- mbdmotmm 'Nlillln.l rticle By Edburg, an idyllic fam- 24 the Art Muscum of the Americas,
tural Institute and arrive on the  would say display Cultural Institute. ily pécnic with, as a backdrop, the 2011 18eh S NW, Bwough Aug, 28;
‘eels of last year's 100th anniver-  well-balanced, although, especial- ominous mushroom cloud of an 10 am k0 & pum Tussday to Sunday;
sary of the start of the Mexican Iy in the early years, they some-  explorers to write articles — and  the Maya and Tarshumara, and  atomic bomb. By Kenia Narez, a 2024586016 o miseum oo o,
Revolution. times fell into sterectypes, and the mmhfmlouhemaf;he photographers tend to return re-  supersaturnted color image of a
b L woman in a red dress hemmed in

white lace holding up a snake to Mexico THrovGH TiE Lixs
ke her s P

oF NATIONAL

Although all of the nine photog- 2t the Meican Custursl institss,
are Mexican

2829 10n 5. NW, through Oct. 22:

ant-
Ists, art historian Marisol Ar- 10 a.m. to 6 pum. Mondisy ba Fricay
guelles does not think of “Possible iand oo 1o 4 pum. Saturday:

e rstitidechmeioodc. o,

5

CONCEPTUALISM: Daniela Edburg, whase “Jamon, jamon s in “Possible Worlds: Photography and SADDLE MOUNTAIN: Vil i
Fiction in Mexican

Contemporary Art,” is among ‘photograph from the exhibit mmmwunmw
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goingoutguide.com | Weekend Pass

ate Landmarks including the Empire
State Bulding, through Sept. 3, 2012,
“Walls Speaic The Narrative Art of Hil-
dreth Medere,” Art Deco murals and
| masalcs by the artist whe designed
ornamentation for Radio City Music Hall
| e the Nebrasks Cagital. theough Mov.
‘ 21.A01F St NW; 200-272-24448, Nbm.org
|

‘ Continued from page E17 | Torol Torol Tore!

Haticnal Gallery of Art, West
Bullding: A Masterplece From the
Capitoline Museumn. Rome.” onview i
the tamed Capitoline Venus. one of the

| bestpreserved statues from the Roman
antiquity, theough Sept. 5. “Declara-
‘ tien of Indeperdence: The Stone Copy.”

one of 3 existing copies of the facsim
ile Declaration of independence made

by William J. Store, who was comemis
| siored in 1E20 by John Quincy Adamato | WHAT A
opies of fterthe |  MexicanCe Sy Art M Amerh "Jamen Jamon,” and we're

| the | y Tyra Bank on"Top Model"yet.

Sept. 5. “Ttalin Master Orawings Fram
the Woligang Ratjen Collection: 1525-
1935," sixty-five drawings and study
plans from some of the mast impartant
Madian artists. dating from the Renais-
sance and to the necclassical period.
through Now. 77. “Lewis Baltz: Proto-
types/Ronde de Nuit,” photograghs
by Lewts Baltz, and some of the art-
I5ts wha inspired him, that examine the
transformation of industrial America,
through Sun. “The Gothic Spirit of John
Talor Arma.” sicty-five prints, drawings
mnd etchangs capturing Gothic srchitec-
Ture as seen among gargayles. French
s Itakinn churches snd the city of New
York, through Ner. 27, Sixth Street and
Constitution Avenae NW. 202-T37-4215,
Ngagov

National Museum of African Art:
“African Mosaic: Celebrating a Decade
of Cotlecting.” a collection of 112 objects
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I Eat Your Bicycle

U

CHOMP, CHOMP, CHOMP: Alex Dorfsman’s photograph “Sintitulo,” part
of his series “Superficie," is at the Art Museum of the Americas as part of its exhib-
It “Possible Worlds: Mexican Photography and Fiction in Contemporary Art.”

Messy Sparkles, the Shaking Hand, $8.

Wolf Trap/Filene Center: Golden
Dragon Acrobats from China, 3 p.m.,
$15-538.

Addison/Ripley: “CultureScape,”
works by Lisa Blas, Mei Mei Chang,
Hedieh J. lichi, Bridget Sue Lambert and

NW; 202-244-3244,

American University/Katzen Arts
Center: “E-CO,” twenty photo collec-
tives from across Latin America and
Europe present their take on a certain
environment, through Aug. 14. "Registro
02, works by artists from Monterrey,
Mexico, that look at the artistic process
and how audience perception enhances
art's meaning, through Aug. 14. “Sam
Gilliam: Close to Trees,” artist Sam Gil-
liam turned a 7,000-square-foot space
into one gigantic “forest of art,” through

|
|

i_
\
r

Art Museum of the Americas:
“Possible Worlds: Mexican Photogra-
phy and Fiction in Contemporary Art,”
works by nine Mexican photographers
who work outside the standard prac-
tices of photography to look at expres-
sions beyond the natural world. The pic-
tures are placed in five groups: “Fables
and Myths,” "Science + Fiction,” "Apoca-
lypse,” “"Ordinary Worlds™ and "Erasure,”
through Aug. 28. 201 18th S5t. NW; 202-
458-6016, Museum.oas.org.

Continued on page E14 |
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Sew more images from the “Possible Worlds®
ouhibition,

Embracing what’s
real, or close to it

BY MicHAEL (FSULLIVAN

there’s still a lingering sense that, ultimate-
Iy, what the camera produces is a kind of
evidentiary document. How else to explain
“Possible Worlds: Photography and Fiction

in Mexican Contemporary Art,” a strong,
nine-artist exhibition at the Art Museum of
the show's very subtitle
suggests an inherent dichotomy between
fiction and photography, as though the
word “ph aphy” wer h
ymons with “fact™

It isn't, of course. And yet the pictures
here do get at a kind nl'trlllh.

warming.
‘Tuken from the artist’s series “This Is
Brilliant but Somehow Fake” the images
a central diction of the
show. Like most of the other works, they

wmmmmmlwmunm
of the

There's a rich
Mexican art. “Possible Worlds' shows um
it's alive and well. Photographer Kenia
Narez's pictures — which depict a young
woman or girl podntwuhahahymw
other (likely dead) animals —
the first images you'll see. Impdmd bymch

children's books as “Alice in W

they're dark and but
in a familiar way. By going out of thelr way
for shock value, they go for the easy punch
line. Nevertheless, their theme of child-
hood nightmares resonates.

Similarly, the work of Ruben Gutierrez
plays on universal fears. Digitally altered
on a computer, and then reshot off the
computer screen 2o they look like grainy

PossisLe WoRLDs:
PROTOGRAFIY AND FICTION IN
MExicAN CONTEMPORARY ART

WIMWWH'MNWM
‘be “real,” but his pictures suggest that its
Impact ls.
Among the most striking works in the

dress, wmlhl ont the nwnd I.u M M’ a
of a woman in a sweater with lD!IK
sleeves are arresting, but in the manner of

fashion photography.
Par more haunting than anything in the
alluw. however, is Mauricio Alejo's work.
ot In spaces such as a living

Thrcugh Aug, 12 at the Art the
Americas, 201 182h 51 NW (Metro: Faeragut West).
D055 SO, Wik ATEMUSCUT O,
Howrs: Open Tussday Sunday 10 a.m. 10 5 pm.
Admissbon: Free

mm. kitchen crhan'my his photographs
use subtlety and understatement, not bi-
zarre gmpa or digital m-nipulnu.on. o

dinary: a

PRI FRCAR AT ML OF THE AMEICAS

w-n-msmm 4" can be seen in “Possible Worlds: Photography and
in Mexican Contemporary Art” at the Art Museum of the Americas.

tablecloth suspended in mid-air; a tennis
shoe wedged into the corner of a room,
where wall meets cefling; a hand simply
pointing toward an upholstered chalr.
They don't have to make anything up. Or

if they do, it involves the slightest of
wmnuumuwmm “Look
here. The ordinary extraordinary
enough”

CSABNITHIWES/ROOSE (0T

retouched image here — called *Borradura
(2),” after the Spanish word for “erasure” —
s well as close-ups showing the ghostly
dmmammmmuw

THE STORY BEHIND
THE WORK

Maost of the mystery in “Possiblo Worids™
Is additive; there's in

the frame — lurid color, an improbable pose
of setting, an outlandish of Ikegical contest —
that makes you do a double take. In the case
of ona artist, thore's something missing.
Ricardo Alzntis pict & single

iven) for the

wmmmmmmam
been an elusive targel.

Mibflhnorwm hullumnwnﬁ
Kahio, o wolk

ot the time. if his surname

image: a 1904 black-and-white photograph of
nmmmdmmﬂmuhh

y In which it at
Iemcmfiwm umummmw
out, by hand, Alzati includes a print of the

rings a bolls, it should. You may b familiar
with the work of his daughter Frida, a painter,
one of Mexico's — and the world's — most
famous surrealists.

— Michael O'Sullivan

Ricardo Alzati’s “Borradura (2),” a digital print of Guillermo Kahlo's retouched 1904
how photographic

h is part of a series
‘manipulated.

Struth™canbe -
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POSSIBLE WORLDS AT THE ART MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAS iz zepc

Filed m
CREATIVE

Words and photes by Alexandra Wurlitzer

Possible Worlds: Photography and Fiction in Mexican Contemporary Art exhibits works by nine photographers breaking free from
mainstream photojournalism. The exhibition is sci-fi, fantasy, sex appeal, current events, and pink cotton candy all wrapped up in
one. The images stir myths and legends common to Mexican folklore yet somehow appear as realistic and un-photoshopped digital
prints in the B & B like Art Museum of the Americas. Haunting pienic scenes and chaotic landscapes are balanced by pops of color,
design, and modelesque and rock star subjects. The fantastical narrative displayed throughout the two-story space allows viewers to
experience worse-case scenarios along with amusement as well, as evoked by the man enhancing his grin and mustache with a
bicyele seat. While we use images to precizely capture and document the here-and-now of our lives in hopes of being able to
preserve and return to these highlights, what if, like the artists of Possible Worlds, we could transform digital snaps into more
futuristic, imaginative versions of our everyday? And create photos beyond the range of normal visions. ..

The exhibition is on display here through August 28, 2011. Another irresistible reazon to visit: it's free. The Art Museum of the
Americas is located at 201 18th Street NW, Washj.ngtnn, DC
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Ready Set DC — online, United States — July 14, 2011 (con’d)

htike [ 16 people like this. Be the first of your friends.
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KEEP COOL THIS SUMMER
WITH MEXICAN ART EXHIBITS
AROUND TOWN

REGISTRO 02:
MIRAR POR SEGUNDA VEZ.

erican University Museum at the Karzen

s the Arts hosts this amazing exhibition

imation

of paintings, drawings, video, and digj
by Mexican artists Ramiro Martinez Plasencia,
Rubén Gutiérrez, Adridin Procel, Oswaldo
Ruiz, and the callective Tercerunquinto, whose
members include Julio César Castro Carredn,
Gabriel Clzares as, and Rolando Flores Tova
all of whom who or near the Me:

of Monterrey, Curared by Jorge Cont
the Conremporary Arr Muscum of Monterrey
(MARCOY}, Registro 02 sers our ta show thar both

the arrist’s proc

s and the audiences pereeption

help inform art's meaning.

Open through Auguse 14th | Heours: Tuesday chrough Sundag, 1am—dpm
American University Museum ar the Karzen Center for the Art
4400 Massachusetts Ave, NW, Washingron DC 20016

Amesican.edu/museum

MEXICO THROUGH THE LENS
OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

This fascinating exhibition at the Mexican Cultural
Institute brings togecher, for the fiest time, a selec-
tion of 132 photographs of Mexico drawn from the
Narional Geographic Society's archives in Wash-
ington, 1.C. that rogether presents a spellbinding
vision of Mexica across time and space. Curared

by Juan Garcia de Oteyza and Christina Elson, the
exhibition is organized in 7 sections that together
provide a sense of Mexico's vibrant past and present,
from chronicling the heroic explorations of men and
women whose discoveries have led ro breakrhroughs
in our understanding of Mexican geography and
history to examining lively indigenous cultures and
celebraring the country’s narural splendor.

Open through October 22 | Hours: Monday dirough Friday 10am~6pm & Sacurday 12pm—4pm
Mesxican Culrural ls
2829 16th Streer, NW, Washington DC 20009
InssitureofMexicoDCorg

T POSSIBLE WORLDS: PHOTOGRA-
PHY AND FICTION IN MEXICAN
i CONTEMPORARY ART
- The Art Museum of the Americas of the

Organization of American Staces presents this
fantastical exhibition of nine members of a new
generation of phorographers wha break away from
the tradition of photojournalism, archerypes and
rraditional models. Influenced by film, literature,
fantasy, science fiction, electranic music, and delve
into alrernative worlds as conceived by the human
mind, Curared by Marisol Argiiclles, these works
speak to avenues of the imagination, rather than
serving as documentarion of the natural world,
revealing worlds chac are birthed internally and
then given permanence in these phorographs.

Open through August 28 | Tuesday through Sunday 10am—5pm
Art Museum of the Americas

201 18ch Streer, NW, Washingean DC 20006

AMAmuscum.org

Mexican
Cultural
Institute
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Weekly Art Lens by Beth Shook
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Detail from Daniela Edburg, La tormenta, 2010, Digital print. On view this week atthe At Museum of the LOCI(. SE‘V‘EN

Americas. Image courtesy the AMA.
DEVELOPMENT

(B LOCK SEVEN
ES8: Sculpture 9
Transformer's eighth annual “Exercises for Emerging Artists” culminates in three week-long exhibitians of
site-specific work by the emeraging sculptors Oreen Cohen, Lindsay Rowinski and Sean Lundgren. First

up is Cohen — you may recall the sk book” incorperating a dead bird from her last Transformer
appearance. Here her sculptures explore the link between terrain, war and collective memory by way of
two contested sites: Israel and Bull Run in Virginia. Cohen's work will be on view until July 18.

Where: Transformer (Metro: Dupont Circle or U Street-Cardozo)

When: £8 on view from July 7 to Aug. 13. Opening reception for Oreen Cohen: Running Drill on July 7 from

PRINCE OF
PETWORTH

Send tips or questions to
prin erth@gmeail com

6to8pm
How Much: Free

Possible Worlds: Photography and Fiction in Mexican Contemporary Art

The Mexican Cultural Institute, a cultural arm of the Embassy of Mexico, has been quite aclive this yearin
promoting the visual arts of Mexico around the city. Their latest project, which opens tomorrow evening, is
a collaboration with the Art Museum of the Americas. Curated by art historian Marisol Arglelles, Possible
Worlds brings together the work of nine Mexican photographers who depart from the documentary
approach to explore dream worlds, myths, utopias and dystopias. The museum has begun posting short

bios of the artists on their new blog

Where: Art Museum ofthe Americas (Metro: Farragut West)
When: July 7 to Aug. 28. Gallery talk with curator on July 7 at 5:30 p.m. with the opening reception to follow.
RSVP required.
How Much: Free

Register
wwaTsvourwose L0 in

[
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Washington Post — online, United States —July 1, 2011
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/exhibits/possible-worlds-mexican-photography-
and-fiction-in-contemporary-art,1210289/critic-review.html

Possible Worlds: Mexican Photography
and Fiction in Contemporary Art

DETAILS OUR REVIEW READER REVIEWS [0] MAP & DIRECTIONS

Event Information

DETAILS: July ¥-Aug. 28:

10 a.m.-5p.m.
Tuesday-Sunday
INFORMATION: 202-453-6016

» Web site

Daniela Edburg's "Atomic PicnicCourtesy Art Musgeum of the Americas
Art Museum of the

Gallery opening of the week: Possible Worlds: Photography Americas
and Fiction in Mexican Contemporary Art’ 201 18th St. NW

Recent photography shows — notably “Seeing Now: Photography Washington, DC
Since 160" at the Baltimore Museum of Art — have highlighted Lk

the medium’s tendency to undermine, rather than to assert,

reality. This week, another one opens at the Art Museum of the

Americas.

Organized by the Mexican Cultural Institute and FoteDC, “Possible Location

Worlds: Photography and Fiction in Mexican Contemporary Art”
opens Thursday with a gallery talk at 5:30 p.m. followed by a

public reception from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The show includes work by

nine photographers around the themes “Fables and Myths,”

“Science + Fiction,” “Apocalypse,” “Ordinary Worlds” and

“Erasure.” Rather than merely documenting the world around us,

their images tap into realms of the imagination.

— Michael O Sullivan (Friday, July 1, 2011)


http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/exhibits/possible-worlds-mexican-photography-and-fiction-in-contemporary-art,1210289/critic-review.html
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Relax, We're not like other uuaﬁiles!

ART
July 7 to Aug. 28

]
Possible Worlds: Mexican Phatography and Fiction in Contemporary Art MOST POFULAR

The artists of "Possible Worlds™ are part of a new generation of photographers who break away from traditional Qaddafi's Man Mo More: Disgusted, Envey
photojournalism and offer imaginative, alternative ways of documenting the natural world, influenced by film, Breaks Free of Former Boss

literature, fantasy, science fiction and electronic music. On Third Pasting, D.C. Like Second Home

Organization of American States far Turkish Couple
Art Museum of the Americas . :
Private Indian Couple Dedicates Careers to
Public 5
July 1210 16, bbb
10am todpm MNewseum Restaurant Delivers Puck the
Indonesian Batik: World Heritage Tt e Colenity
This exhibition showcases the rich heritage of Indonesian batik fabrics with its beautiful colers and patterns Automotive Directory
from many parts of the Indonesian archipelago, including workshops on how to make batiks — part of the
American Batik Design Competition, hosted by the Indonesian Embassy, a challenge to U.S. citizens to craft
batik designs with a distinct American style. For information, call (202) 775-5242 or e-mail | i
q ng\ aa:a find ia ’ [ 1 Come View
mbassyo
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‘ Eurnisher

WUSA 9 — online, United States — June 30, 2011
http://events.wusa9.com/Possible Worlds Mexican Photography and Fiction in Con
temporary Art/219632807.html
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EXHIBITS | POSSIBLE WORLDS: Mexican Photography and Fiction in Contemporary Art =1

0SS IBLE WORLDS

Mexican Photography and Fiction in Contemporary Art

(On view July 7 - August 28,2011)

hursday, July 7 | 5:30pm Gallery talk, exhibition preview and opening reception

exica, Exhibition curared by art historian Mari

sol Argielles, w

mparary phatography fram

nct but interwo

places nine photagraphers inta fiv groups; Fiction and Literature, Sciznce Fiction,

rdinary World, and Ricardo Alzati, At AMA | ART MUSELM of the AMERICAS

Apacalyp

Thursday, July 7 | 5:30pm:
Gallery talk and exhibition preview

Thursday, July 7 | 6:30pm:
QOpening Reception

AMA | ART MUSEUM of the AMERICAS
201 18th Strest, NW
Washington, DC 20006
Hours: TUE - SUN | 10AM - 5PM

he artists of Possible Worlds are part of a new generation of photographers that
breaks away from the tradition of photojournalism, archetypes and traditicnal models.
Influenced by film, literature, fantasy, science fiction, electronic music, they delve into
alterna

ive worlds as conceived by the human mind. These works speak to avenues of the
imagination, rather than serving as documentation of the natural world, revealing
worlds that are birthed internally and then given permanence in these photographs.

In the realm of Fiction and Literature, Kenia N&rez’ narrative of the relationship
between a girl and a sheep, played out in a vast flatland under heavenly skies, suggests a story that is
both maternal and solitary. Demidn Sigueiros’ story is more bombastic and laden with activity, as a
cluster of humans intertwine, thrust their limbs skyward, and interweave through settings that are both
majestic and dystopian. Similar are Fernande Montiel’s fantastic Science Fiction images of human
forms who glide through the air, levitate in their apartments, and grow plant life from their own bedies.
Katya Braylovsky's body of work brings an element of noir into what appears to be ancther world that
is riddled with tensions and characters that possess strength in their solitude.

Rubén Gutiérrez creates a post-apocalyptic world that is vast in scale and barren in landscape, where
the last humans standing wade through oceans and trek through what remains of human-built paths.
Daniela Edburg’s characters seem to be mere observers, going about their picturesque lives of family
picnics as atomic bambs explode in the distance.

The Ordinary Worlds of Mauricio Alejo and Alex Dorfsman are anything but typical. Alejo’s Converse
sneaker tucks itself away in the corner of a ceiling, and his character’s arm is swallowed by a sofa.
Dorfsman's subjects are as likely to snack on a bicycle seat as a hat dog. Perhaps the word "ordinary”
should be in quotes.

These artists photograph their utopias and nightmares alike to create myths and fables. The worids
created in the mind are fiction, and may reflect a want to escape, a desire of establishing a new order
of elements in the world, or even fables about what we are not now and will never be, but would like to
be. There is a freedom in the conception of limitless worlds. This exhibition aims to bring the viewer
into the imaginations of nine Mexican photographers, whose imagined worlds are not limited by what
can be physically described or contained in a concrete universe.

Possible Worlds includes work by:

Mauricio Alejo | Alex Dorfeman | Kenia Narez
Ricardo Alzati | Daniela Edburg | Fernando Montiel
Katya Braylovsky | Rubén Gutiérrez | Demidn Siqueires

Marisol Arguelles is an art historian who studied at the Ibero-American University in Mexico. She
curated exhibitions for the Museo Carrille Gil in Mexico City from 2002 through 2007. She has curatead
solo exhibitions with Jeff Burton, Mark Wallinger, Iran do Spirito Santo, and Kara Walker, From 2007
through 2009, she headed the Department of Research and Exhibitions of the National Institute of Fine
Arts of Mexica. She has contributed as a curator for fairs such as the London Art Fair, the Toronto Art
Fair, MACO (Mexico) and Pulse (United States). She is currently the chisf registrar and researcher of
the Museumn of Modern Art, Mexico City.

EXHIBITION PRESENTED IN COLLABORATION WITH:

" AMA
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Photography and fiction in Mexican contemporary art
Hours: 10am-5pm Tue-Sun
Admission: Free
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Museums

OPENINGS

“THE ART OF THE WRITING INSTRUMENT

FROM PARIS TO PERSIA” An array of

\witln.glbuls once gwned by statesmen,

wealthy merchants and women of fashion,

Saturday through Sept. 25 at the wmlarsm

Museum, 600 N, Charles St., Baltimore,
Wed

“CHINESE FLOWERS™ Part of the
museum's ongoing “Seasons” exhibition,
view paintings of Chinese flora specific to
each quarter of the calendar, Saturday
through Jan. 8 at the Freer Gallery of Art,
Jefferson Drive and 12th Street SW. Open
daily 10 to 5:30. 202-633-1000.
www.asia.siedy. Free.

“INDIVISIBLE: AFRICAN-NATIVE
AMERICAN LIVES IN THE AMERICAS" An
exhibit that looks at the lives of people with
African American and Native American
heritages, Monday through Feb. 2 at the
National Museum of the American Indian,
Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW,
Open daily 10 to 5:30. 202633-1000.
www.nmal.siedu. Free.

“POSSIBLE WORLDS: MEXICAN
PHOTOGRAPHY AND FICTION IN
CONTEMPORARY ART™ Works by nine
Meﬂuun photographers who work cuulsidn

“Apocal

“Erasure.” Thnrsdaythmummnalm
Art Museum of the Americas, 201 18th St
NW. Open daily, except Monday, 1010 5.
202-458-5016. www.museum.cas.org. Free.

EXHIBITIONS

, Memory and
Great War in the Air.” 'Mlmmolﬂlml.'
*Sea-Air Operations.” “Space Race.”
R Beyond Earth.” An interactive
ahmcm that explores recent nﬂvmess

space shutthe and space » SLation, 'aarr\:n
Hilton: Pioneers of Flight Gallery.” The
museum’s exhibit of aviation and rocketry in
the 1920s and "30s reopened with

addithonal artifacts, such as Anne
Lindbergh's telegraph key, and hands-on
activities for kids. Open daily 10!05:30
Sixth Street and SW.

COURTESY OF ART MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAS
Danie.hndhnrg'u “Atomic Picnic” (2007) is among the images on display in “Possible Worlds:
jcan C

notably “Seeing Now:
Photography Since 1960" at the
Baltimore Museum of Art — have
highlighted the medium's
tendency to undermine, rather
than to assert, reality. This week,
another one opens at the Art
Museum of the Americas.

Gilliam tumed a 7,000-square-foot

tography and Fiction in M ary Art” at the Art of the Americas.
GALLERY OPENING Organized bythe ) Apocalypse,” “Ordinary Worlds™
OFTHEWEEK Cultural Institute and FotoDC, and “Erasure.” Rather than
“Possible Worlds: Photography merely documenting the world
Recent photography shows — and Fiction in Mexican around us, their images tap into

Contemporary Art” opens realms of the imagination.
Thursday with a gallery talk at “Possible Worlds™ will be on
5:30 p.m. followed by a public view through Aug. 28 at 201 18th
recéption from 6:30to 8:30 p.m. St. NW (Metro: Farragut West).
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Posted at 03:18 PM ET, 07/01/2011
July art preview
By Michael 0'Sullivan

July is no time to take a vacation,
at least not from the art world.
Sure, things usually start to slow
down late in the summer, but right
- now they're still popping. Get out
your calendar _.. and refill your

| iced coffee.

| First up: For anyone not leaving
town over the three-day weekend,
| Hillyer Art Space IS hosting an
opening reception on July 1 for
“Betsy Packard: Selected Work."
The longtime Washington-based
sculptor relies on such everyday
found materials as, say, egg
cartons, and transforms them into
artifacts of strangeness and
wonder. The reception is from & to
9 p.m., and it also features the
work of Russian-born artist
Yaroslav Koporolin. 35 suggested donation.

i 1k .

Avrtizt Betsy Packard’s "Untitled Green Object”
iz featured in a new exhibition at Hilyer Art
Space, one of several shows to look out for in
July. (Courtesy of Hillyer Art Space}

Wondering what else is going on?

| On July 7. the Art Museum of the Americas, in conjunction with FofoDC

| and the Mexican Cultural Institute, opens “Possible Worlds: Photoaraphy
and Fiction in Mexican Contemporary Art.” Get there by 5:30 p.m., for the
free gallery talk. Stay for the party afterwards.
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SPYMUSEUM.ORG
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Possible Worlds: Mexican Photography
and Fiction in Contemporary Art

DETAILS OUR REVIEW
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Tuesday-Sunday

Add to Calendar

®G
Art Museum of the Americas
201 18th St. NW
Washington, DC

» Web site

INFORMATION: 202-458-6016
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speak to avenues of the imagination, rather than serving as documentation of the natural world,
revealing worlds that are birthed internally and then given permanence in these photographs.
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The Art Museum of the Americas Shows Contemporary
Mexican Art

Damian Siqueiros - "lcaro I. From the series El rapto de la cultura”, 2009 - Digital print - 26" x 407 - Courtesy Art Museum of the Americas, Washington DC,
®the artist. On exhibition from July 7th until August 28th.

washington, DC.- The Art Museum of the Americas is proud to present "Possible Worlds: Mexican Photography and Fiction in Contemporary
Art". "Possible Worlds" exemplifies how photography has grown beyond physical reality into exploring new possibilities of expression that
are not perceived in the natural world. These works suggest an infinite number of human-made worlds that could exist in realms of fantasy,
utopia, myth and fable. "Possible Worlds" aims to bring the viewer into the imaginations of nine Mexican photographers, whose realities

are not limited by what can be physically described or contained in a concrete universe. the artists featured in the exhibition are, Mauricio
Alejo, Ricardo Alzati, Katya Brailovsky, Alex Dorfsman, Daniela Edburg, Rubén Gutiérrez, Fernando Montiel, Kenia Narez and Damian
Siqueiros. The exhibition is on view at the museum from July 7th through August 28th.

The artists of "Possible Worlds" break away from the tradition of photojournalism, archetypes and traditional models. Influenced by film, literature,
fantasy, science fiction, and electronic music, their worlds are conceived by the human mind. These works speak to avenues of the imagination,
revealing worlds that are birthed internally and then given permanence in these photographs, rather than documenting the natural world. They are vivid
examples of the infinite number of human-made realities that could exist. Among Fables and Myths, Kenia Narez' narrative of the relationship between a
girl and a sheep, played out in a vast flatland under heavenly skiss, suggests a story that is both maternal and solitary. Damin Siqueiros’ story is more
bombastic and laden with activity, as a cluster of humans intertwine, thrust their limbs skyward, and weave through settings that are both majestic
and dystopian. Categorized as Science + Fiction are Fernando - 1 of 1 -Montiel's fantastic images of human forms who glide through the air, levitate in
their apartments, and grow plant life from their own bodies. Katya Braylovsky’s body of work brings an element of noir inte what appears to be another
world that is riddled with tensions and characters that possess strength in their solitude

Daniela Edburg - "Atomic Picnic”, 2007 - Digital print - 40" x 59". Courtesy Art Museum of the Americas
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Rubén Gutiérrez creates a post-apocalyptic world that is vast in scale and barren in landscape, where the last humans standing wade through oceans
and trek through what remains of human-built paths. Daniela Edburg’s characters seem to be mere observers, going about their picturesque lives of
family picnics as atomic bombs explode in the distance. The Ordinary Worlds of Mauricio Alejo and Alex Dorfsman are anything but typical. Alejo’s
Converse sneaker tucks itself away in the corner of a ceiling, and his character’s arm is swallowed by a sofa. Dorfsman’s subjects are as likely to snack
on a bicycle seat as a hot dog. Perhaps the word “ordinary” should be in quotes. Ricardo Alzati's stark images are details of a single scene where
pavement meets water in an oddly desolate urban environment. Alzati was intrigued by the pinpoint details of 3 1904 Guillermo Kahlo series depicting
the sprawl of Mexico City upon its rural surroundings. The series was commissioned by Mexican President Porfirio Diaz. Interestingly, Kahlo had erased a
person from a negative plate, even while other people remained in the image. Alzati's images take on a similar feeling of open possibilities. These artists
photograph their utopias and nightmares alike. The worlds created in the mind are fiction, and may reflect a want to escape, a desire of establishing a
new order of elements in the world, or even fables about what we are not now and will never be, but would like to be. There is a freedom in the
conception of limitlass worlds.

With its unique regional focus, the Art Museum of the Americas collects, preserves, studies, and exhibits works by outstanding artists and carries out
other activities of an educational nature. The museum's permanent collection of contemporary Latin American and Caribbean art is one of the most
important of its kind in the United States. The museum also maintains a regular schedule of exhibits and related educational programs. The Art Museum
of the Americas of the Organization of American States was established in 1976 by resolution of the OAS Permanent Council in tribute to the two-
hundredth anniversary of the independence of the United States, host country of the OAS. The historic building housing the Museum was designed by
noted architect Paul Cret in 1912 as the residence for the Secretaries General of the Organization of American States. It is Spanish colonial in style
with white walls, iron grilles, a red tiled roof and a loggia decorated with richly colored tiles in patterns modeled after Aztec and Mayan art. The history
of the permanent collection of the Art Museum of the Americas has roots in the former Visual Arts Unit of the Organization of American States. Under
this unit, the first donation of art was received in 1949, a gift of painting by Brazilian artist Candido Portinari.

Daniela Edburg - "La tormenta”, 2010 - Digital print - 40" x 58", Courtesy Art Museum of the Americas

In 1957 the OAS Permanent Council conferred institutional backing to the collection by establishing a modest Purchase Fund to support the acquisition
of art for a collection that was to reflact the contemporary art of the member nations of the OAS to form an enduring cultural resource. Purchases
made by the Visual Arts Unit were strongly linked to and influenced by the direction of its exhibition program, and a significant number of works were
acquired directly from the artists on the occasion of a temporary exhibit at the OAS Gallery. In many cases, an OAS exhibition represented the artist's
first individual exhibit outside of his/her country of origin. When the museum officially opened in 1976, the collection numbered 250 works. Today, the
collection has grown to close to 2000 objects in varying media including painting, sculpture, installations, prints, drawings and photographs. It reflects
the rich diversity of artistic expression found in the region and provides an overview of stylistic and iconographic trends beginning in the early 20th-
century. Exhibitions from the collection are regularly presented in the museum and works from the collection are loaned to other cultural institutions for
special exhibitions. The museum’s extansive art archives complements the art collection and is an important research resource for documentation. Both
collections serve to preserve a unique visual and written record of the artistic achievements of artists of the Americas and their contributions to world
art. Visit the 's at ... http:// oas.org
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Mexican photography exploring possibilities of expression not perceived in the physical world
Possible Worlds Includes work by Mauricio Alejo, Ricardo Alzati, Katya Brailovsky, Alex
Dorfsman, Daniela Edburg, Rubén Gutiérrez, Fernando Montiel, Kenia Marez, and Damian ey

Siqueiros. For more information call 202 458 6016
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