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Laura Roulet,
Arts Organizing “Force Majeure”
The Art Museum of
the Americas* (AMA)
is closed Mondays.
However, independent
contemporary art curator
and writer Laura Roulet
planned to meet
a photographer
there to
document
AMA’s latest
show of
contemporary
art which she
had curated. Although she is
very, very busy (having just
co-curated another multidisciplinary exhibition of
noted Caribbean artists for
the Netherlands Ambassador’s
residence**), Roulet graciously
invited FBN (it took about
one second to accept) to meet
her at AMA for an interview
and private tour of “Traveling
Light, Five Artists from Chile”
(see Calendar) in the petite
gem of a museum.
Roulet is smart, enthusiastic
with a reserved manner, and,
as a curator, she is steeped
with a contemporary “vision.”
What makes the AMA show
so unique is that Roulet did
site-specific art installations

by Catalina Bauer,
Rodrigo Canala,
Rodrigo Galecio,
Gerardo Pulido,
and Tomás Rivas, Chilean
artists whose studios are
located under one roof. She
requested ideas for the space
and they each sent conceptual
proposals of their artwork,
which had not been painted
or constructed, hence the
derivation of the show’s title.
The artists, who were given
ten days to construct their
models and install them,
carried their materials to the
AMA. Taking it a step further,
Roulet involved students from
The Corcoran College of Art +
Design in a 10-day mentoring
workshop with the artists, in

which students participated in
the building and installation
of the works at the AMA, a
grand opportunity for all.
FBN was struck by the
notion that with Roulet,
classical art
exhibition
recedes in
favor of art
as a very
compelling
statement
both by
individual
artists and
the group
in concert. The show evokes
much more than nostalgia and
familiarity, and in some ways
is highly intellectual, playing
upon a variety of mediums,
textures, and staging. At AMA,
each work complements the
others and, in turn, the venue.
Clearly, Roulet has taken risks
to expand the boundaries of
our comfort zones as art lovers.
Now for the really exciting
news: Laura Roulet has signed
on as the new curator for the
“Arts in Foggy Bottom 2012
Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit!”
So, what can we expect for
(continued on the next page)

FBA’s Third Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit
Establishing an award-winning new art institution is no easy feat anywhere,
much less in our nation’s capital. But under the aegis of the organizing committee—
Jackie Lemire, Jill Nevius, Mary Kay Shaw and Shirley Koller, Curator—succeed they did!
So much so that in its 2008 inaugural year, “Arts in Foggy Bottom”
won the Mayor’s Award for “Innovation in the Arts.”
This magical, biennial neighborhood transformation was successfully established,
organized, facilitated, and hosted thanks to a year of tremendous logistics and planning
efforts. Think design parameters, permissions, and liability. And, not to be overlooked, are
curatorial decisions: of artists and artwork selections, tone, scale, durability and interest
to complement the exhibition spaces. On the eve of historic Foggy Bottom’s 2012 Outdoor
Sculpture Exhibit, we offer plenty of kind words and support to those working behind the
scenes past and present. The original team continues with one change: Shirley Koller, has
retired and passed the curatorial baton to Laura Roulet (See story above).
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James Bulger, Ward 2 Constituent
Liason to District Agencies,
Speaks at FBA Monthly Meeting
James Bulger describes
himself as someone who deals
with log jams in District
government agencies. “If 311
worked perfectly, constituent
issues would be solved,”
he said. As such, his 24/7
availability to move things
ahead may speak for itself.
His talk wasn’t just a nice
“Hi, how are you?” but
a working session during

James Bulger (l) with FBA
Secretary Greg Snyder at the FBA
September Membership Meeting

which some neighborhood
issues were addressed, one of
which was the condition of
the many failing, flawed, or
missing segments of sidewalks.
It was noted that FBA VP
Lisa Farrell had walked and
documented the problems of
FB’s Historic District streets.
It was also pointed out that
without a comprehensive look
at all FB/WE sidewalks—and
prioritizing those most in
need—“FB/WE may deplete
budget allocations without
solving the most pressing
problems.” Happily, a new
DC/FB resident—who
outlined a “strategic,
responsible AND responsive”
approach when asking for
sidewalk repair services—
stepped up to spearhead
this initiative.
(continued on the next page)
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Laura Roulet (cont’d)
this burgeoning neighborhood
cultural tradition? Laura
shared a tidbit or two—
expect the addition of some
performance art and don’t
expect everything to be
sitting on terra firma. Under
Roulet’s hand, it appears that
the Foggy Bottom Sculpture
Exhibit will be moved to a
new plateau. Stay tuned.
*201 18th St NW
(at Virginia Ave)
Tues–Sun, 10 am to 5 pm.

Free Admission through
Jan 15, 2012.
www.museum.oas.org;
**“Microcosm” will be open
to the public by appointment
only from September 19th to
October 13th from 9:30 am to
11:30 am. No appointments
on weekends or on Columbus
Day, Monday, October
10th. Reservations must be
made by emailing was-gma@
minbuza.nl with the date
and time requested.

James Bulger Speaks at FBA Monthly Meeting (cont’d)
Another important piece
of the discussion resulted
when a resident remarked
that DDOT repairs to the
brick sidewalks are often
just asphalt patching, which
is neither aesthetically nor
functionally useful. Others
in attendance agreed and
requested emphatically that
DDOT investigate technology
and current best practices to

rectify these efforts.
Bulger was also asked if he
could intervene to get the DC
Metropolitan Police to resume
its monthly briefings to our
FBA and ANC2A meetings,
and he thought he could help.
As Ward 2 residents, if you
have any service issue, reach
James at James.Bulger@dc.gov
or his cell phone,
202-349-7229.
—FBN

October 5, 2011

WEST END
LIBRARY FRIENDS
BOOK SALE
October 22
10:30 am –3:30 pm
West End Library
1101 24th St. NW
Washington, DC 20037
westendlibrary@dc.gov
202-724-8707
This half-price sale of used
and contributed books is a
continuation of our previous
sales and there are bargains
galore! Prices range from $.25
to $2.50 for the majority on
sale. Special volumes will be
appropriately priced. DVDs
and an abundance of CDs and
videotapes are available, as
well as $1.50 “surprise boxes”
covering a variety of topics.
West End Library Friends’ tote
bags and T-shirts will also
be available for purchase. All
proceeds from this sale will go
toward the D.C. Public Library
citywide “Summer Reading
Programs.” Mark your calendars
now and help support
this worthy cause.

Arts in Foggy Bottom, a project of the Foggy Bottom Association,

announces dates for its third biennial Foggy Bottom Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit.

The Exhibit will open April 21, 2012 and close October 20, 2012. The project is funded by the
Foggy Bottom Association Defense and Improvement Corporation. A new curator, Laura Roulet, will
be working with Co-Directors, Jackie Lemire, Jill Nevius, and Mary Kay Shaw on the Exhibit. Details
will be forthcoming in future issues of the Foggy Bottom News. Watch these pages!

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Foggy Bottom/West End Village (meeting on aging in the community)
Sat, Oct 8, 9:30 am
West End Book Club Tuesday, October 18, 12:30 pm
OPEN – Bring a favorite or a recently work of nonfiction and tell us about it
West End Film Club Tuesday, October 25, 1:30 pm
Screening of Cinema Paradiso (Rated PG)
West End Library Friends book discussion series
on the topic of heroic adventure in Western literature
(led by Ori Z. Soltes, resident scholar in theology and fine arts at Georgetown University)
       Homer’s Odyssey – Wednesday, October 5, 6:30 pm
       Dante’s Inferno – Wednesday, October 26, 6:30 pm
Job Seekers Drop-in Clinic – October 5, 12, 19, 26 (every Wednesday), 1:30-3:30 pm
Needle Arts Program (sharing in the experience of needle arts, from beginner to expert) –
Oct 18 (2nd and 4th Thursday of each month), 2:00 pm
Sahaja Meditation (“Feel the energy within”) – October 5, 12, 19, 26 (every Wednesday), 7:00 pm
Tango Practice – October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (every Saturday), 2:30 pm
Theosophical Society (meeting) – October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (every Saturday), 11:00 am
Federal Poets Society (meeting) – Saturday, October 15, 1:30 pm
West End Neighborhood Library, 1101 24th Street, NW
202-724-8698 for more info reach bill.turner@dc.gov
HOUSE OF SWEDEN MUSIC: Concert by You Say France & I Whistle – Sun, October 16,
Doors open at 7 pm and the concert starts at 7:30 pm
You Say France & I Whistle is Swedish indiepop at its best; combining melodiuous upbeat pop
with joyful lyrics. The band’s vision from the beginning was openness in making music: blending
different sounds and genres. The musical influences were many, everything from Justice to Beach
Boys. The band has three lead singers, which makes the music and the live shows more dynamic.
RSVP required to rsvp-hos@foreign.ministry.se with “October 16” in the subject line.
WEST END CINEMA – MARGIN CALL (narrative) – DC Release date: October 21:
A thriller that revolves around the key people at a investment bank over a 24-hour period
during the early stages of the financial crisis. Cast: Kevin Spacey, Paul Bettany, Jeremy Irons,
Zachary Quinto, Penn Badgely, Simon Baker, Demi Moore, Stanley Tucci
www.westendcinema.com

From the Embassy’s Calendar
CONGRESSMAN FROM AMERICAN SAMOA
VISITS EASTER ISLAND
Responding to an invitation by Ambassador Fermandois, the Congressman for American Samoa, Eni Faleomavaega, visited Santiago and
Easter Island between March 22 and 27, in order to see firsthand living
conditions on the island. Several highlights of the visit included: the creation of a Commission on Native Populations in the Chilean Chamber of
Deputies; a plan to devote US$270 million to infrastructure projects on
the island; and 4 roundtable discussions were set up to address the major
demands of the Easter Island people: land, special legal status, immigration and development. This visit paves the way to establishing bilateral
agendas with other states in Oceania and the Pacific, which will serve to
help train Rapa Nui youth in areas such as languages, sustainable tourism
and the environment.

MINISTER LAURENCE GOLBORNE VISITS NEW YORK
In order to take advantage of the burgeoning interest in
Chile following Minister Laurence Golborne’s experience in
extreme rescues, he recently met with the head of the Special
Operations Division of the New York Police Department
while visiting this city ( June 8 and 9). This is the same institution that was severely tested following the attack on the
twin towers ten years ago. Ambassador Fermandois, who
accompanied the minister, stressed the possibilities for collaboration between Chile and the United States on such
issues.
While in New York, Minister Laurence Golborne visited the American Museum of Natural History, accompanied by Ambassador Fermandois, to
convey the Chilean government’s interest in the repatriation of the “Copper Man,” a pre-Columbian mummy that is kept in the Museum. From left
to right, Dr. Laurel Kendall, Head of Anthropology for the Museum; Minister Golborne and Ambassador Fermandois.

X MEETING OF THE US- CHILE DEFENSE CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION

STEPS TO ENTER VISA WAIVER
PROGRAM CONTNUE
New steps are being taken to secure Chilean admittance to the U.S. visa
waiver program. Ambassador Fermandois met with Congressman Mike
Quigley on July 26 to express his support for the bill introduced by the
Illinois Representative. The bill seeks to replace one of the principal requirements for countries to enter into said program: have a rate of visa
rejection equal to or less than 3%. The new proposed indicator is the rate
of overstaying a visa in US territory (which also must be 3% or less). Fermandois also met with Robert Kupiecki, the Ambassdor from Poland,
another country that is highly interested in the bill, in order to coordinate
activities that could sway opinion in favor of adding flexibility to the visa
waiver program.

"Chile is one of the United States’ closest partners".
Thus, Dr. Paul Stockton, Assistant Secretary of
Defense, welcomed the Chilean Under Secretary
of Defense, Oscar Izurieta and the Ambassador
of Chile Arturo Fermandois, at the US-Chile
Defense Consultative Commission meeting held
in Washington on June 29 and 30, 2011. Both
delegations engaged in a meaningful exchange of
opinions and experiences regarding international
disasters and humanitarian responses, security in
the Americas, strategic and institutional planning,
scientific exchanges, energy security and the environment.
The Undersecretary of Defense for Chile, Oscar Izurieta, visited the Chilean Embassy while participating in the Chile-US Defense Consultative Commission.

Embassy of Chile is awarded project for contemporary art exhibition

Seven chilean artists will exhibit their work at the Art Museum
of the Americas in Washington, D.C.
There has not been an exhibit of Chilean art at this cultural arm of the OAS since 2003.
A new and important initiative has
been added to the traditional activities celebrating Chilean independence in the U.S. capital: on Wednesday, September 14 two separate
shows by Chilean artists opened at
the Art Museum of the Americas.
The museum is part of the OAS
and focuses on Latin America. It is
brimming with pieces of contemporary art, which allow the audience to become familiar with innovations in visual arts currently being
explored in Chile. They will be on
exhibit for more than four months.

sory and emotional experiences in
an attempt to uncover differences
and similarities between the participants, while removing current
stereotypes in hierarchical relationships. “Common Place” challenges
conventional methods of portraiture and proposes new social constructs.
These projects were financed primarily by funds obtained by the
Embassy of Chile in a bidding process organized by the Department
of Cultural Affairs of the Chilean
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Young artists

The Art Museum of the Americas of the OAS is showing two Chilean exhibits.

The entire first floor of the museum is dedicated to the exhibit,
“Traveling Light,” consisting of
works by Catalina Bauer, Rodrigo
Canala, Rodrigo Galecio, Gerardo
Pulido and Tomás Rivas –all under
the age of 40—who had already
joined forces in 2009 for a similar
event in Melbourne, Australia. The

art focuses on the current debate
within contemporary art, its material expression, and connections
to politics. A novel aspect of this
exhibit is that, in contrast to the
norm, the artists are not traveling
with their artwork (hence the name
of the show), but rather the art is
produced in the very place where
it is to be exhibited. Curator Laura

10

Roulet was able to rely on the assistance of a group of students from
the prestigious Corcoran College
of Art + Design –a partner on this
project—who worked closely with
the artists for 10 days prior to the
show’s opening.
The exhibit entitled “Common
Place,” by Ruby Rumié and Justin

Graham, is on the second floor.
This show examines the relationship between domestic employees
and their employers in Latin America, touching upon gender, power,
class and racial issues. The collection includes photographs, videos
and surveys conducted with 100
women between the ages of 19 and
95. The project explores new sen-
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LAurA rOuLet,
ArtS OrgANiziNg “FOrCe MAJeure”
The Art Museum of
the Americas* (AMA)
is closed Mondays.
However, independent
contemporary art curator
and writer Laura Roulet
planned to meet
a photographer
there to
document
AMA’s latest
show of
contemporary
art which she
had curated. Although she is
very, very busy (having just
co-curated another multidisciplinary exhibition of
noted Caribbean artists for
the Netherlands Ambassador’s
residence**), Roulet graciously
invited FBN (it took about
one second to accept) to meet
her at AMA for an interview
and private tour of “Traveling
Light, Five Artists from Chile”
(see Calendar) in the petite
gem of a museum.
Roulet is smart, enthusiastic
with a reserved manner, and,
as a curator, she is steeped
with a contemporary “vision.”
What makes the AMA show
so unique is that Roulet did
site-specific art installations

by Catalina Bauer,
Rodrigo Canala,
Rodrigo Galecio,
Gerardo Pulido,
and Tomás Rivas, Chilean
artists whose studios are
located under one roof. She
requested ideas for the space
and they each sent conceptual
proposals of their artwork,
which had not been painted
or constructed, hence the
derivation of the show’s title.
The artists, who were given
ten days to construct their
models and install them,
carried their materials to the
AMA. Taking it a step further,
Roulet involved students from
The Corcoran College of Art +
Design in a 10-day mentoring
workshop with the artists, in

which students participated in
the building and installation
of the works at the AMA, a
grand opportunity for all.
FBN was struck by the
notion that with Roulet,
classical art
exhibition
recedes in
favor of art
as a very
compelling
statement
both by
individual
artists and
the group
in concert. The show evokes
much more than nostalgia and
familiarity, and in some ways
is highly intellectual, playing
upon a variety of mediums,
textures, and staging. At AMA,
each work complements the
others and, in turn, the venue.
Clearly, Roulet has taken risks
to expand the boundaries of
our comfort zones as art lovers.
Now for the really exciting
news: Laura Roulet has signed
on as the new curator for the
“Arts in Foggy Bottom 2012
Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit!”
So, what can we expect for
(continued on the next page)

FBA’s Third Outdoor Sculpture Exhibit
Establishing an award-winning new art institution is no easy feat anywhere,
much less in our nation’s capital. But under the aegis of the organizing committee—
Jackie Lemire, Jill Nevius, Mary Kay Shaw and Shirley Koller, Curator—succeed they did!
So much so that in its 2008 inaugural year, “Arts in Foggy Bottom”
won the Mayor’s Award for “Innovation in the Arts.”
This magical, biennial neighborhood transformation was successfully established,
organized, facilitated, and hosted thanks to a year of tremendous logistics and planning
efforts. Think design parameters, permissions, and liability. And, not to be overlooked, are
curatorial decisions: of artists and artwork selections, tone, scale, durability and interest
to complement the exhibition spaces. On the eve of historic Foggy Bottom’s 2012 Outdoor
Sculpture Exhibit, we offer plenty of kind words and support to those working behind the
scenes past and present. The original team continues with one change: Shirley Koller, has
retired and passed the curatorial baton to Laura Roulet (See story above).
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James Bulger, Ward 2 Constituent
Liason to District Agencies,
Speaks at FBA Monthly Meeting
James Bulger describes
himself as someone who deals
with log jams in District
government agencies. “If 311
worked perfectly, constituent
issues would be solved,”
he said. As such, his 24/7
availability to move things
ahead may speak for itself.
His talk wasn’t just a nice
“Hi, how are you?” but
a working session during

James Bulger (l) with FBA
Secretary Greg Snyder at the FBA
September Membership Meeting

which some neighborhood
issues were addressed, one of
which was the condition of
the many failing, flawed, or
missing segments of sidewalks.
It was noted that FBA VP
Lisa Farrell had walked and
documented the problems of
FB’s Historic District streets.
It was also pointed out that
without a comprehensive look
at all FB/WE sidewalks—and
prioritizing those most in
need—“FB/WE may deplete
budget allocations without
solving the most pressing
problems.” Happily, a new
DC/FB resident—who
outlined a “strategic,
responsible AND responsive”
approach when asking for
sidewalk repair services—
stepped up to spearhead
this initiative.
(continued on the next page)
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